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G1. (C) Eve Bazaiba, member of the UDPS Founders and so-called 
Director of the party (in charge of recruitment and social 
programs) registered March 23 as an independent presidential 
candidate. Her decision prompted party leader 

Etienne Tshisekedi to hold a meeting over the weekend with 
the Founders Group during which, according to Secretary 
General Remy Masamba, Tshisekedi denounced Bazaiba as a 
"traitor" and warned that anyone trying to emulate her 
example would likewise be expelled from the party. Masamba 
had told PolCouns previously that "some" party members 
already have registered as independent candidates for the 
National Assembly; he now believes that perhaps 30 have 
registered in Kinshasa, including possibly two other members 
of the Founders Group. Meanwhile, rumors are circulating that 
UDPS hard-liner Valentin Mbaki is also preparing to register 
-- probably for the presidential race -- while Masamba 
continues to dither over his own electoral possibilities. 


2. (C) Comment: Bazaiba's decision makes public the rupture 
within the UDPS caused by Tshisekedi's adamant refusal to 
take part in elections or permit his followers to do so. 


While symbolically important -- and personally humiliating to 
Tshisekedi -- Bazaiba does not have the necessary stature to 
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provoke a large-scale defection of UDPS party members. Should 
Mbaki or Masamba decide to throw their hats in the ring, 
however, they could be followed by more significant numbers 
of the quietly unhappy in the UDPS ranks. End comment. 
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